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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Authorizing
the AllocaLion of County Funds
for Publ-ic Purposes

ORDINANCE NO. 96-8

authorize the aLlocation
corporations for public

)

)

)

)

The Board of County Conunissioners for Columbia County, Oregon,
ordains as follows:

SECTTON 1. TITLE.

This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 96-8.

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY.

This ordinance is adopt.ed pursuant to ORS 203.035.

StrCTTON ? PURPOSE.

The purpose
of Count.y funds
purposes.

of this ordinance is t,o
to private, non-profit

strcTToN 4

a
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FINDINGS.

Art.ic1e XI, Section 9 of the Oregon Constitution provides
that no county shalI raise money for, or loan its credit.
Lo, or in aid of, any joint. company, corporation or
associat,ion.

In Opinion No. 7783 (40 Op.A.G. 1l-) , the Oregon Attorney
General advised that public funds may be appropriated to
a private non-profit corporation by the state or a
governmental subdivision of t.he staLe if Lwo requirements
are met.. First, the funds must be used to promote a
public purpose. A public purpose is any activity
encouraged by a governmental subdivision which has the
objective of enhancing 'the public healt.h, saf ety,
morals, general welfare, security, prosperity, and
contentment of all the inhabitants or residents within'
t.he particul-ar government.al subdivision. To the extent
an authorized expendit.ure of public finds by a county
enhances a public purpose, that, allocation does not
violat.e Art.ic1e XI, Section 9 of the Oregon Constitution.
Second, in a non-home rule county, an ordinance adopled
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pursuant to ORS 203.035 to authorize the all-ocation of
public funds to privat.e, non-prof it corporations f or
public purposes would be t.he appropriaLe means authorize
such allocations. Final1y, the arrang'ement with private,
non-profit, corporations should be a matter of contract,
alt,hough t.his is not. absolutely essential .

c This ordinance
requirement, as

strcTToN q AIITHORIZATION.

The Board of County
County funds to private,
following condit,ions :

a

b

shall serve to satisfy the second
provided by the Attorney General-.

The Board must make a finding after a pubJ-ic hearing that
the funds will be used to promote a public purpose. That
f inding may be made by t.he adoption of an order or
resolution of the Board, or may be made as a part of the
recital-s in a cont,ract, with the private, non-private
corporation,

Commissioners is authorized t.o allocate
non-prof j-t corporations subj ect to the

corporatlons
this is not

The arrang'ement with private, non-prof it
should be a matter of contract., alt.hough
absol-uteIy essential .

SE:ETTON 6 SEVERABILITY.

If for any reason any court of competent jurisdiction hol-ds
any portion of t,his ordinance invalid, such port.ion shall- be deemed
a separate, distinct and independent portion, and any such holdings
shall- not. af fect. t.he validity of the remaining port.ions thereof .
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SECTION 7. EMERGENCY; EFFECTIVE DATE.

This ordinance being immediately necessary to maintain
public health, Safety and welfare, dl emergency is declared
exist and this ordinance sha11 take effect upon its adoption.

DATED this 1lth
December 25, 1996.

day of March 1997, NUNC PRO TUNC,

Approved as to form bY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR CO IA COUNTY, OREGON

By, Byt
offi of Coun Counsel

Attest.
ssi

v)
c Secre SS er

First Reading: December 26, 1996
Second Reading: December 26, 1995
Ef f ect.ive DaLe: Der:emlrer )6 1 gq6
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